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THE ARMENIAN CANONS OF ST. SAHAK CATHOLICOS 
OF ARMENIA (390-439 A. D.). 

PREFATORY NOTE OF THE TRANSLATOR. 

The " Canons of St. Sahak," here for the first time translated from 
old Armenian, 1 were drawn up for the government of his church by 
Sahak (Isaac) Catholicos, who died A. D. 439, after a rule of nearly 
fifty years. The Catholicos was the chief bishop of the Armenians, 
and until about the year 374, when the Armenians asserted their 
ecclesiastical independence, he was, though a nominee of the Armenian 
sovereign, wont to repair to Caesarea in Cappadocia for consecration by 
Greek bishops. This particular Sahak was named the Great, because 
of his activity in organizing his national church, in completing the 
Armenian version of the Scriptures, and in translating the works of 
orthodox Greek Fathers into the same tongue. 

The colophon of a scribe, appended to the fourth chapter of these 
canons, declares that Sahak had received them from St. Gregory, the 
Illuminator, of Armenia (ca. 300-325 A. D.), and had merely caused 
them to be translated into the vernacular. It is very probable that 
much of the matter in the first four chapters belongs to the first half 
of the fourth century, and the Armenian is almost certainly translated 
from a Greek original now lost. But it is doubtful whether Gregory 
was the direct author of them. Nor is it likely that we even have 
them in the exact form given to them by Sahak. Thus in chap. IV, § viii, 
there is a mention of the feast of the holy mother of God. Even in 
Rome such a feast was not instituted before the seventh century, and it 
is inconceivable that it was kept in Armenia at so early a period. It 
is evident, therefore, that our document has been interpolated. 

In most other respects, however, it affords a trustworthy picture of 
the church of Great Armenia in the fifth century, to which epoch the 
language in which it is written belongs. We know plenty about the 
Greek and Roman churches of that age ; but these canons show how 

■The Armenian text used is the Venice edition of 1853 printed from an old 
manuscript. 
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unsafe it is to make inductions from the Christianity of Rome and 
Antioch or Constantinople to that of Armenia. It is generally sup- 
posed that Christianity abolished victims and the sacrificial system, and 
so it did in most parts of the Roman empire. But not so in Armenia and 
the Caucasus, where such rites were too deeply ingrained in the moral 
and economical life of the inhabitants to be eradicated. There the old 
pre-Christian system of sacrificing animals continued unchanged, 
unless, indeed, we can say that it was Judaized ; and the pagan sacri- 
ficing priesthood passed insensibly into a Christian priesthood. Among 
the following canons are many regulative of this sacrificial system of 
Christian Armenia, which remains unchanged even in modern times. 
In a subsequent paper I hope to be allowed to supplement their 
information with details gleaned from later Armenian church writers, 
particularly from Nerses, bishop of Rom-Kla, who penned a defense 
of the system as late as the twelfth century. I also hope to examine 
the relation of these canons to the great body of early Greek canon- 
lore, and to indicate how much light they throw on the history of the 
fasts and feasts, of the sacraments, of the clergy, and of the churches 
and monasteries of the Christians of the far East in the fourth and 
fifth centuries. 

THE ARMENIAN CANONS OF ST. SAHAK. 

Chapter I. — As touching bishops — how they shall keep them, that 
belong to the holy church. 

i. The bishop is overseer and common father, and therefore he must 
without respect of persons [guard] the flock entrusted to him by 
God, impartially caring for the clergy of holy church, appointing 
supervisors and leaders of cantons and villages who are named 
chorepiscopi. For it is incumbent on him to bestow such a dignity 
as this on those who are holy and zealous for the law, and are expe- 
rienced in teaching, and who shall be competent to instruct the peo- 
ple ; profiting those who are gone astray in sinfulness, and making 
the true radiant with the recital of the illumining commands. To 
the end that priests without wavering may learn to honour the God- 
receiving table on which is fulfilled the life-giving mystery of our 
redeeming Lord, and the salutary font of baptism, by birth in which 
we are renewed unto the hope of the calling of God. 
ii. Let no one then entrust such posts of supervision to soldiers 3 or to 
any ignorant person, least of all by way of doing a favour to his 
kinsmen out of warmth of friendship ; for this our Saviour and Lord 

2 A thoroughly archaic prejudice against soldiers inspires these canons 
throughout. See below, § v ; and chap. II, § vi ; chap. Ill, § ix and § xi 
(where it is enacted that priests married a second time shall take their stand 
along with the soldiers). 
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long ago bade us renounce. "Who, he said, is my mother and 
brother, except they that love the commands of God ? " 3 And this 
he actually fulfilled in laying down ordinances for us. Jacob and 
Simon and Jdses and Judas were entitled his brethren, and Peter 
and John and many other disciples spent all their time in serving ; 
they bore hardships and oppression, they risked their lives, yet not 
one of them did he call a vessel of election. But Paul, who owned 
himself to be a blasphemer and persecutor and enemy, of him he 
said : " He is a vessel of election unto me, to bear my name before 
heathen and kings and the sons of Israel." 4 

Dost thou see that there is no respect of persons before God ? If ye 
are partial, ye commit sin. Of a truth then the bishop who doth 
not practise such a virtue, cannot be a disciple of the Lord, but is 
very far from him and a stranger like one of those who disobey the 
Saviour. Those who love his commandments and fulfil them he 
defined as his brethren, and said : He that loveth his father or his 
mother, his brothers or his sisters more than me, is not worthy of 
me. 5 And it is out of disdain for his commands and in destruction 
and profanation of them that ye cling to your family's kinsmen, 
devising all kinds of means to make your houses soft and luxurious 
and fill them to overflowing with riches, in forgetfulness of the 
awful precepts and very words of the gospel, which says : " Every 
plant which my heavenly father hath not planted shall be uprooted." 6 

iii. Do ye see that in the very thing which all your days ye toil and 
labour to firmly implant, ye but prepare 'ere half your days are spent 
a snare of destruction, according to the saying : He that storeth up 
riches without righteousness, 'ere half his days are spent, they shall 
forsake him. 7 

This I say not so much that I would put you to shame, piercing 
you deeply with my reprimand; but in order that so lawless a 
custom may not be seen at all in the church. For it is the root of 
universal wrong and of divers wanton and profligate actions, which 
incur the wrath of God. 

iv. As we said above, the bishop is father, and must bestow favour and 
furtherance on those who belong according to their excellence and 
proficiency ; and he must superintend the work of the church 
according to fixt rules ; whereby outrageous wantonness and here- 
sies are withered up, while a life lived after God's pleasure with 
devout piety bears fruit and is adorned. 

But we are aware that some grown insolent talk pompously, especi- 
ally clannish starvelings who press into their use the words of the 

3 This is not a loose citation of Mark 3:34,35, or of Matt. 12:49,50; 
but of Luke 8:21, nearly in accordance with the ancient form of text 
certified by Tertullian to have been used by Marcion (Adv. Marc, iv, 19): 
quae mihi mater et qui mihi fratres ? Subiungens: nisi qui audiunt verba 
mea et faciunt ea. Perhaps this was also Tertullian's reading. Just below 
the citation recurs : " those who love his commandments and fulfil them." 
This proves that the variant " love the commandments" is not fortuitous. 

4 Acts 9: 15, cited from the Armenian Vulgate. 

5 Matt. 10:36 after the Armenian Vulgate, except for the addition "his 
brothers or sisters," which recalls Luke 14:26. 

6 Matt. 15 : 13 after Armenian Vulgate. 

'Jer. 17 : 11, not quite in accord with Armenian Vulgate. 
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prophet : Wilt thou not cast thine eye on the seed of those who 
belong to thee ? But this they have not realized that by those who 
belong to thee the prophet means the agreement in the faith. And 
therefore the loud-toned trumpet of the church cried out aloud the 
true interpretation. And what shall it say ? " If it be possible, it 
says, ye shall keep peace with all men, 8 especially with those who 
belong to the faith." This is the inspiring motive of the care taken 
of those who belong. If however a man be mundane and a buffoon, 
and make a lying pretence of piety, in order to favour and enrich 
his kinsmen ; let him give ear to yet another passage which gently 
reproves him saying : " Let not thy left hand know what thy right 
hand doth." ' 

Let no one dare with shameless self-assurance to do this evil thing 
with a show of benevolence. For wilful impudence is worse than 
actual sin. For Cain who slew his brother and Gehazi (Arm. Geezi) 
who was given up to bitter avarice, suffered their punishment less 
because of sin than by reason of their shameless impudence. 
Therefore let this canonical rule be carefully observed in our midst ; 
and let no one swerve from these divinely approved commands, 
through which the churches are made resplendent, the priests 
rejoice, princes and peasants kiss gladness, and we receive blessing 
and eulogy from strangers. For we ought according to the Scrip- 
ture to win testimony of good even from outsiders, that the name 
of God and the teaching be not blasphemed ; as of old the prophet 
cried in reproof of the Israelites, saying: "The name of God is 
blasphemed because of you among the heathen." 10 But for our 
goodly ordinances and actions they shall glorify our father who is 
in heaven, saying : "They are seed blessed by God, and with rejoic- 
ing shall they rejoice in the Lord." 11 

The bishop must bear in himself the pattern of angelic conduct and 
of eternal life ; and so also all the doctors. Where there is no 
respect of persons and no venality, nor any glorification of wealth, 
but modesty and observance of commands, they draw nigh to 
becoming fellow-citizens of the saints and to being God's own 
people. But ye in your love of money and in your venality destroy 
yourselves; and you esteem the infamous and the transgressors and 
soldiers I2 and the ignorant worthy of trust for the work of the 
service of the church ; and you marshal an ever increasing troop 
after yourselves of so-called kinsmen, in order in this communion of 
yours to eat of dainty meats and crunch the bones, saying : " Let us 
eat and drink, for tomorrow we are to die." * 3 

If therefore any bishop or leader of the church be found to be 
shameless in such transgressions and wantonness, let him be 
deprived of his rank and let his portion be with the deceivers ; for 

•Rom. 12 : 18, nearly according to Armenian Vulgate. No text makes the 
addition "especially with," etc., which yet is regarded by the writer as 
Paul's, as the context proves. 
'Matt. 6 : 3 after Armenian Vulgate. 
I0 Isa. 52: 5 after Armenian Vulgate. 
"Isa. 61 : 9 after Armenian Vulgate. 
"See note 1 on chap. I, sec. i, above. 
"3 I Cor. 15 : 32. 
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he was a man held in honour and had not understanding ; to the end 
that others may fear, and that this service and fulfilment of obliga- 
tion may not be their condemnation, but their glory, 
vii. But if any of our rulers or sharers of the throne shew favour unto 
such, they shall answer for it before God along with those who 
favoured and were partisans of Annas and Caiaphas the high- 
priests, the gainsayers who fought against God, those who were 
guilty of the Lord's blood and shall suffer for it eternal punishment. 
But let it be unto us the blameless goal of these our commands, so 
to pass through our life of pilgrimage, that becoming in all things 
pleasing to God, we may come to be worthy of the promised bless- 
ings through the grace and loving kindness of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, to whom together with the Holy Ghost let us give praise and 
glory eternal. Amen. 

Chapter II. — Of the same as touching chorepiscopi — that it is 
necessary to holdfast the canonical order of the faith in the churches 
of God. 

i. It has already been set forth by us, that it is necessary to entrust 
the privilege of discharging this duty to holy and religious persons 
noted for their excellence ; whose minds are pure from the stain of 
love of money and their hands from bribes ; who are fond of learning 
and modest, and who are competent to teach others, taking due care 
they of all the churches and adorning them incessantly with lives 
pleasing to God, reverent and sober and forward in all good 
endeavour. 

ii. It is the temple of prayer in which the holy and God-receiving table 
is erected, on which is fulfilled the expiatory and quickening 
mystery of the body and blood of our redeeming Lord. According 
to their due competence they shall keep the same adorned with 
unceasing lights and scattering of incense, and walled in with a 
city-rampart; and near to it shall they build a baptistery; and 
there, even as the custom holds among others also, shall be erected 
in the same a font of baptism, by birth in which the Holy Spirit 
regenerates us and seals us to become children of light. For which 
reason we must with great reverence venerate it. 

iii. And a service of psalm-singing shall be held unintermittingly by 
day and night after the example of the chief -shepherd I4 of the 
mother-cities. For no one at all has the right or authority to 
lengthen out this order of worship or to make any innovations in it ; 
but we must always continue in the same, 
iv. Likewise the chorepiscopus as supervisor must visit (literally : 
shorten or recapitulate) all the churches. And if anyone be supine 
or be found perverted, they shall rebuke and reprimand them with 
doctrinal reproof ; and they shall punish them with scourgings and 
fines in the public court of justice, that others as well may stand in 
fear. 

v. For it is right and fitting in every year, when meetings are held 
according to canonical prescriptions, that chorepiscopi should make 

14 /. e., of the metropolitan. The Armenian may equally mean "of the 
mother-cities of the chief-shepherd," that is, of Christ. Until about 375 
A. D. the Armenian church was a province of the see of Caesarea. 
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a tour among the churches entrusted to them, and make an exami- 
nation of their way of living and of the order of worship, to see how 
they are conducted. And they shall demand an account from the 
elders ; and of deacons [they shall ask] how they render up the 
hourly lessons IS and prayers ; and of those who give the seal tak- 
ing one by one [they shall require] uniformity in its performance ; ,6 
and of the priests who make the offering of the dread mystery 
seemly administration thereof, that with lively goodwill and in awe 
they may inflexibly preserve it. Wherefore, if we are remiss, we 
shall have an account demanded of us. And if anyone be found 
wavering or lagging behind in his adherence to the wondrous tradi- 
tions spoken to us, let him be severely punished, whoever he be, 
and be deprived of his rank, until the doctor (or wardapet) make 
truce with him. 

And not only must elders and deacons be perpetually engaged in 
the worship, but the entire clergy as well. And if one of them be 
indolent and lazy, he shall suffer the same punishment. But the 
ignorant and men of arms must be absolutely debarred from [the 
enjoyment of] any grace I? whatever which by the laics is brought 
into the house of God. But if they themselves or their offspring 
receive instruction, they shall become worthy. 

In the same way they shall also exclude the drunkards and quarrel- 
some persons, until they have come to repentance and to right ways 
in accordance with the will of the leader. 18 

But as for sons of fornication and children of second marriages, 1 ' 
they shall until the third generation, in accordance with the First 
canons, be kept out of the order and of the graces. In order that 
the order of the ministrants of God may be modest and holy and 
unwavering, adorned both with true faith and with works of excel- 
lence, loved and honoured by all, as the ministrants of God ought to 
be. For if the levitical class received such a command in their 
dread and scrupulously pure service, how much more are those of 
our own age worthy of care, according to the testimony of Paul. 
All this then the chorepiscopus in his supervision must with awe and 
fear command and ordain, advancing to honour and esteem the 
good and proficient ; but inflicting punishment on the unprofitable 
ones, especially on those hostile to learning. For he that turns 
away from learning, falls into evil according to the Scripture. 
Wherefore it is necessary to keep up without fail the equipment of 
the scribes in the monasteries and other proper places, to the end 

"SOr " the preachings of the hours." The " hours " means the canonical 

offices of vespers, matins, etc. The word rendered "lessons" in the text, 

qarozuthiun, is the Greek K^pvy/ju in its Syriac form. I think it here refers 

to the pericope's of the Bible read in the several offices. 

16 That is to say, uniformity in the rite of baptism is to be secured, and 

differing usages suppressed. We know from other sources, e. g., Gregory 

of Nyssa, Adv. Eunom., xi, that various baptismal formula? still survived in 

the fourth century in Asia Minor, e. g., baptism in the name of the Father 

and Creator alone, to exclusion of Son and Holy Ghost. 

"? This refers to the offerings of fruits and meat made by the laity for the 

support of the clergy. Soldiers and their children are not to share in these. 

tS /.e., of the bishop. 

19 Literally " of seconds." Perhaps, however, bigamists are meant. 
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that being illumined with the light of the commands of God, they 
may illumine all. For if the clergy which heads the church be 
worthy and excellent, much more will the congregation be such. 
But if there be any member of the congregation loose and wanton 
in his life, he has an easier task to bring him into the right way. 
For in connection with this matter also no small responsibility is 
laid on the chorepiscopus, to make an inspection also of the lives of 
the laity, and to gladden by teaching of holy Scripture those who 
in their leisure are vowed to fasting and prayer ; to reform those 
who have heen led into sin, and to impart instruction in discipline 
and in the preservation of the faith intact, that they may beware of 
and flee from heretics and their lewd doings. For the duty of 
counselling them is entrusted to the bishop, after the example of the 
renowned great prophet Moses, who appointed governors over the 
people, to examine them and pass sentences on them ; but to refer 
any grave matter to himself, after they have exercised caution and 
forewarned others according to the oracle of the prophet which 
says : Lo, the sword cometh. And [if] the people of the land rebel 
and flout him, they shall die in their lawlessness, but he shall save 
his soul. 
xi. If however he is only led by motives of sordid avarice to demand 
contributions from them, and from mere greed is eager to form a 
hoard of gold and silver ; and if he supinely falls into oblivion of 
the canonical visitations, which he ought to keep up whole and 
exact, and if [in consequence] there be widespread dereliction of 
duty [on the part of the laity] and a forsaking of the true counsel, 
and if the sword come and destroy them, then he shall himself be 
guilty and their blood shall be demanded at his hands. 

xii. Wherefore the true preacher is bidden to stand ready, to watch and 
to remain awake : " Have care unto yourselves and all your flock, 
over which the Holy Spirit has made you supervisors to shepherd the 
congregation of the Lord, whom he redeemed with his precious 
blood." 20 And the reward of your deserts he makes plain : "In 
order that, at the appearing of the chief-shepherd, ye may receive 
the unfading wreath of glory."* 1 

xiii. May it be the lot of all of us to escape and flee from the evil one, 
and to follow after righteousness. To spend our lives in every 
hour in pleasing God, to the end that we may become to ourselves 
and many others the cause of salvation, and may come to be able 
to say boldly : " Behold, myself and my children, whom God has 
given me." Through the grace and loving kindness of our Lord 
and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

Chapter III. — Of the same. The conduct of priests towards the 
laity, and the obedience of the same laity and their right conduct 
towards the priests. 

i. To the dear brethren, elders and monks. — Complaint has been 
made to us in many places by the laity about the priests, to the 
effect that they conduct the order of the church service and prayer 

20 Acts 20:28 after Armenian Vulgate, except for addition of "precious," 

which is not found in any source. 

21 1 Pet. 5 : 4 after Armenian Vulgate. 
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remissly, as well as all the other important services presided over by 
them. More especially [they have complained] about their hostility to 
learning. For they have said that they (z. e., the priests) themselves 
are not learned, and have not sons of their own at school ; and 
because of their ignorance they are not deserving of the presbyter- 
ate. And there results, so they say, loss and inconvenience to our- 
selves, because we have been reduced to idleness, and along with 
them and by them have been left desolate in everything, and are 
utterly uninstructed and without the comfort of holy Scripture. 
The same thing that we have heard from them, we have also come 
to know of our own selves, and have been deeply afflicted thereby. 
For in places enough we have not found anyone deserving of priest- 
hood owing to ignorance ; and the congregation was left desolate, and 
we were embarrassed and found no one whom we ourselves could 
appoint unto the priesthood. Nay, the incumbents themselves we had 
to retire from the manse, and give their inheritance to strangers who 
were suitable and educated. Now, as in every season instructions 
had been given by us unto you, both in writing and in person, laying 
down rules in regard to all the order of the church and your own 
organization, you ought to have been better advised ; and then such 
complaints about you on the part of the laity would not have reached 
us ; and we should not see you so much at fault, nor should we be 
filled with remorse and compunction. 

And with regard to the income and fruits of the church which you 
receive from the laity, we have left [them] to you. The more so, 
because all your honour is relative to [your] knowledge and your 
worthy performance of the offices of the church, and to your encour- 
agement of the people to follow good advice and be respectful with 
all spiritual reverence. 

Remove therefore from among you these causes of offence. Keep 
your sons at school, that they may become educated. Understand 
that as blindness of the eyes is hateful to the body, so is ignorance 
of the soul hateful to God, especially in priests. Ye have heard 
from the prophet, how Ezekiel calls out in the Holy Spirit and says : 
"O Shepherd, feeding negligently my sheep which I left to thy right 
arm and thy right eye." But that you may not hear of his punish- 
ment, but set up yourselves as a true exemplar for your laity, ye 
must with all modesty devote yourselves to prayer and unremitting 
fasting, and bear in mind the words of Malachiah : " The lips of 
the priest shall have regard for knowledge, since the law is asked 
for from his mouth. For he is an angel of the mighty God." 2 * 
In summer the chief-priest shall remain perpetually in the church, 
and the other associates during a fast 23 shall remain with him in 
turns. That the services may not be discontinued day or night, 
because this is their appointed task and withal their privilege. 
They shall perform baptism in a devout spirit ; and women at the 
time of baptism shall not venture to stand near the priest, as is the 
custom for some to do out of presumption, baptising along with 
them. But in their own place shall the women be praying. 
And let not the deacons presume to perform baptism. But if they 

"Mai. 2:7. 

2 3 Literally: "in weeks." To'keep "weeks," "hebdomadas facere," meant 

"to fast" in the fourth century. 
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do so, let them be deprived of their diaconate, and at the same time 
punished. For the deacon is not a priest, but an attendant on the 
priest. 

vi. And the firstlings of the offerings shall be brought to the house of 
the head-priest from all the laymen ; and the elder brethren and 
their other associates shall not presume to receive the offerings into 
their houses, even though they be priests. If there be any of them 
who shall take them into his house, they shall be subjected to punish- 
ment, and shall learn that from us they will receive requital suitable 
to their transgression. 

vii. And the head-priest, because of his being perpetually employed in 
the church, shall receive two-thirds more than his associates, if the 
village be a big one. 
viii. And from all parts of our dominions, in every year after holy Zatik?* 
the priests shall of necessity bring to us the oil of baptism ; and 
there they shall receive from us a blessing on their oil. But by 
themselves they shall not bless it in their own houses, as some have 
been out of ignorance accustomed to do. For this is an authority 
which does not belong to priests, but only to chief-bishops. 

ix. And we hear that they use the church furniture, especially the vail, 
for the marriage coverlet of bride and bridegroom ; and that they 
give the chalice among the drinking vessels of the carousal to 
soldiers. 55 Accordingly it is proper to pluck from his order the priest 
who so behaves, because of such conduct which is profane and 
evil, and such as henceforth no one shall venture upon. If however 
anyone be found to have done this, let him be deposed from his 
priesthood, and be utterly excluded from pardon. 
x. A male priest and others who are in authority over the laity, being 
of the priestly heritage, in the houses of nobles, shall not dare to 
discharge in the house of a prince the office of tutor or any other 
agency. For this is made a pretext for grinding and oppressing 
their fellow-heirs, and in this matter many are found culpable. But 
if there be anyone who dares to do so, let him be suspended from 
his rank. And let him not continue in rule over the laity and portion 
of the church, nor let his associates dare to communicate with him 
[in the sacrament], nor let the laymen dare to reckon such an one 
among the priests. 

xi. Let not elder-brethren who are ignorant venture to hold a congre- 
gation. Let elder-brethren who are bigamists 26 be stationed with 
the soldiers, cut off from all ecclesiastics and from the portion of 
the church, because they have become slaves of the flesh. 

xii. And inasmuch as a wanton custom has prevailed among the priests 
and their wives, to have their graves in the churches, in the places 
of holiness, henceforth let them not presume so to do. But let the 
cemeteries of the priests be in the cemeteries of the laymen, in order 
that the place of holiness be honoured and duly reverenced, 
xiii. And outside the church priests shall not dare to carry the sacraments 
into the houses of cultivators, and there impart the holiness, except 
only in cases of sickness. 

**I.e., Easter. "SSee chap. I, § i. 

36 Second marriages of priests are referred to. The word used answers to 
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xiv. Ye shall teach the laymen also to flee far from all impurity, from 
gluttony, from drunkenness, from contentiousness, from grinding 
the poor and their fellows. No quarrelsome ones, no strikers, no 
lovers of wrong [shall there be]. They shall hate adulterers, thieves, 
fornicators, robbers. They shall not communicate at all with such, 
nor be hospitable to them, lest they themselves come to be along 
with them sons of perdition. Their own children they shall bring up 
in the fear of God's precept and commandments, to the end that 
through such carefulness their own souls may be filled with good 
hope in God, and their bodily good-fortune be adorned with all 
health, 
xv. Lay on them the rule not to betroth children, nor adults either, with- 
out the parties having seen and liked each other. But do you 
priests utterly refuse to bless the wreath for children, and wait till 
they are full grown. In the case of adults however who have not 
seen each other and found pleasure one in the other, ye shall not 
venture to lay on them the wreath without investigation, and without 
asking the parties themselves. Perhaps they were persuaded by 
the violence of their parents and against their wills. Such wed- 
dings ye shall not venture to undertake, for until this very day 
owing to such irregularity much damage has resulted on earth both 
spiritual and bodily. 

xvi. If however I hear that any priest is bold enough even in contra- 
vention of our rule to bless the wreath in such cases, let him know 
that the priest suffers punishment after the measure of the harm he 
has done, and the parents shall not be exempted from punishment 
either, 
xvii. The priests shall in concert perform the service and the offering of 
the agapfis. Without reading the gospel the priests shall not ven- 
ture to present it. But if one of them be found guzzling previously 
to the offering, he shall not venture to come to the bread of the 
offering, but shall be excluded by his fellows. 
xviii. Likewise also cultivators who have been invited to the agapgs, shall 
participate in the service and the offering. Previous to the offering 
they shall not dare to eat and drink in their houses. If there be 
anyone who has previously eaten and drunk in his house, let him not 
dare to come to the bread of the offering, lest there be condemna- 
tion of himself and insult to the spiritual feast. For such perversity 
is in any case vain. If anyone does attempt so to come, the priests 
and their associates *> shall not let him in, for such wantonness is 
hateful to the church. 

xix. And some laymen have been wont out of ignorance to fall into sin 
by dividing with the priests the hide and fat of the offering and tak- 
ing them into their own houses under the pretence of their being 
rest-houses (or wang).* Henceforth let them not presume to make 
such division. If however there be anyone who so divides, the 
priests shall not present the offering, lest they participate in the sin 
of such an one. For that portion does not belong to those who 
properly make the offering. 

*> 0r we may render " his fellows." 

28 A wanq was at first a rest-house for Christian travelers. With the 
rise of monkery it became synonymous with cosnobium, convent or monas- 
tery. 
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xx. The laymen shall gladly and contentedly render to the churches and 
rest-houses, as is right, the appointed first-fruits and all presents of 
vows, of zatiks and agapes and other feasts. Let them not, by deny- 
ing the, means of life of soul and of body, confine and hamper 
them with worldly cares. If however anyone through perversity 
rebel against his priest and rest-house (or wanq), and present his 
fruits and offerings outside his own church to some other rest-house 
(or wanq) or hermitage, let such an one along with those that receive 
his gifts be exluded from blessing and from communion of his fel- 
lows, along with his intimates, until he repents and pays a fine to 
the church. For he has made himself a transgressor and enemy of 
God. 

xxi. Let them not hold carousal in mourning. Let no one hold a wake 
over the dead ; for all such things are devilish. If however anyone 
disobeys and does so, let him be condemned to do penitence at the 
doors of the holy church. 

xxii. And priests shall be careful to reconcile the transgressor outside the 
church. They shall not defiantly and in antagonism confront one 
another with personal insults. But let there be peace among you at 
all times with love and fellowship in work. 

xxiii. I would also remind all you that are vowed to religion in rest- 
houses, inasmuch as you have withdrawn from the earthly life and 
have given yourselves up to God and to the things of God ; let your 
actions resemble your nominal professions, and let reverence, watch- 
fulness, love of the services be dear unto you. Uphold in your- 
selves the exemplar of the angelic life, love of strangers and love 
of your brethren. 

Chapter IV. — Of the same Saint Sahak as to how the order of the 
clergy and of the separate wanq was fixt. 

i. Whereas many have opined through ignorance that the church 
means one thing and the wanq™ another, and by their foolish utter- 
ances have been minded to introduce contentions and heresies in 
the unity of the faith, in forgetfulness of the precept which says: 
"One Lord, one faith, one baptism ;" for one who is minded to call 
a thing something else, clearly evidences a division in the faith. — 
For the precept of God does not signify to us by "church," a build- 
ing of stone and timber, but the races of men built by faith on the 
rock of foundation. Consequently the true faith is "church," for it 
assembles and builds us up into a single union in knowledge of the 
Son of God. For this very thing is what the Giver of life taught, 
when he said to Peter : " Thou art the Rock, and on this rock I will 
build my church, and the gates of Hell shall not prevail against 
thee." 3° 

What then shall we understand by his calling Peter a rock ? Surely 
he did not mean any ordinary rock ? God forbid ! But he meant 
a rational man, head of the apostolical band ; and because with 
inflexible faith he confessed Christ to be Son of God, he received 
the blessing and was named the Rock. Consequently those also 

** See note 28 above on chap. Ill, § xix. 

3° Matt. 16 : 18, but reading with other sources " it " for "thee." 
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that are built upon him are not lifeless stones, but men, fellow- 
sharers in the same faith. For the Scriptures do not hesitate to 
call by the same name our Lord and Saviour ever and anon accord- 
ing to need. We find the blessed Paul also mentioning the name 
of the church saying : " Those whom God has set in the church are 
these: first apostles, secondly prophets, thirdly doctors," 31 and that 
which follows. 

Dost thou behold the harmony and sublimity of the church, I 
mean of the holy and spotless faith, of which the apostles and 
prophets and doctors are the mariners, having for their captain the 
incarnate word God ? And it we truly confess to mean the mother 
church of those who have believed in Christ. For it is usual for a 
ship to embrace all within itself, and to be able to bring them through 
safe and dry from all the tossing billows of the world. But let 
us only keep unwaveringly the faith, whereby we have been built 
up into a reasonable and intellectual church on the foundation of 
the apostles and prophets. 

It is this church of which the blessed apostle teaches Timothy to 
take care, naming it the pillar and foundation of truth. There is 
manifested, he says, in it the mystery of the worship of God ; and 
rightly, especially if it be true, as it is, that dumb or lifeless crea- 
tures are not adequate to manifest in themselves the mystery of 
divine worship, but the reasonable church alone. And therefore 
also the psalm cries aloud, saying: "Blessing unto him in the 
churches of the saints." Lo, Samuel also the prophet who was 
called the faithful, teaches the same in his precepts to Saul : 
"When thou departest from me, thou wilt chance upon a church, a 
choir of prophets inspired to prophecy." And again : "The congre- 
gation hath been mustered in a church 32 like one man from Dan as 
far as Bersabee." And again he says: "Behold, a church of 
prophets inspired to prophesy, and Samuel was upon them." 33 And 
Solomon blessed the church, and this word was published to the 
ears of the church. And the churches were established in the faith, 
and he heard this oracle amidst the fire on the day of the church. 
For Moses made the church the head of the prophets unto the tribes 
of Israel by the command of God. Make a church, he says, of the 
congregation at the door of the tent of witness. 34 
Dost thou see that he called not church either the tent in which 
stood the ark of the covenant, nor the other tent which was called 
the holy of holies ; but it is the congregation firm in faith that he 
calls church. For this reason the apostle Paul [speaks] still more 
sublimely of what, in a sense, is newer and yet more wonderful. 
For he points to a church of first-born ones inscribed not on earth, 
but in heaven ; whose names are written in the book of life. 35 
Hast thou marked the true foundation of the church, because of 
which the Saviour bade the apostles rejoice, saying, "Rejoice, 
because your names are written in the book of life." 35 This is the 

31 1 Cor. 12:28. 3 «Lev. 8:3. 

32 Josh. 18 : 1. iKK\ija-tda-6ri has been rendered in the Armenian. 

33 1 Kings 19 : 20. 

35 Phil. 4 : 3. Sahak's second citation may be a development of the first, for 
it is not anywhere ascribed to Jesus. 
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church inviolable, of which the building was begun on the earth 
which will pass away, but has been completed in the extremes of 
the heights of heaven. 

This is the mystery of the church. This we have learned to call the 
catholic apostolic church. For those who all over the earth believe 
in Christ are entitled the apostolic church, because of the Lord's 
command unto them, which said : " Go ye into all the earth, make 
disciples of all the gentiles ; baptise them in the name of the Father, 
Son and Holy Ghost, teach them to keep whatsoever I have com- 
manded you. " * 

iii. Now, albeit we have repeated but a few out of the many command- 
ments which are so numerous in holy Scripture concerning holy 
church — For it hath been seen to be an indissoluble unity, and not 
disunited, as those would have it be who rend it asunder and lightly 
make quarrels in their folly. Since from the true flock of Christ, 
which is the church of God, he alone is torn asunder, who is lost in 
heresies and is become a servant of sin, for sin alone divides and 
estranges from God. Well, in thus pronouncing the indivisible union 
of the church, we have clearly set forth what church is. Not that 
we would teach you to contemn the spots honoured with buildings, 
which are called meeting-houses. For in them do gather priests 
and clergy and worshipers in God, to hold prayers and supplica- 
tions ; for which reason they are also called praying-places and 
sanctuaries. And in them is firmly fixt the Lord's table upon which 
we offer the bread and wine as a type of the quickening body and 
blood of Christ, which forever is distributed without cost unto us for 
the remission and forgiveness of sins. And in them is erected a font 
of baptism, in which, being illumined with a second birth by the 
Holy Spirit, we are sealed in the hope of the everlasting life. And 
day by day we muster there and listen to chantings of psalms, and 
to the oracles and commandments of God. And because we con- 
tinually meet together there and find a harbour of refuge, holding 
therein all the offices described, it has become usual to give to it the 
name of church, but only as a common name and not signifying an 
identity of thing. 

For in the same way there are in one place or another many shrines, 
which we know by the names of those in whose honour they were 
built, not that they themselves are there in whose names they are 
built. 37 And all are equally reverenced, because in all one and the 
same mystery is fulfilled. For everywhere the table and the offering 
is called the Lord's ; and it is only in the feasts held in them that 
they differ ; for in each place the custom is to hold [its own] order 
of feasts. 

iv. It is therefore proper to revert to our first theme, which was how 
and why ivanq^ came to be built. For not only do we find the 
Armenians full of solicitude on this point, but also the Greeks and 
Romans and Syrians, as well as every other race that believes in 

36 Matt. 28:19 after the Armenian Vulgate, except for the words added, 

"into all the earth." 

37 So one speaks of "going to St. Edward's" without meaning that St. 

Edward is there. This seems to be the sense. 

5* /. e., monasteries, which in Armenia grew out of rest-houses and hospitals. 
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Christ. And this work also the thrice blessed and brave champion 
of Christ, Gregory, accomplished, bestowing thereon through the 
Holy Spirit the benefit of his gift of organization. For the wanq is 
a manifold source of aid and a column of strength for the truth to 
the clergy, since it fosters and assists in their spiritual education, 
and [rears] the doctors whom more than all others the priests and 
laity should respect and honour, and [shelters] all the devout (liter- 
ally : ministrants) of the clergy without exception, who enter it 
without hesitation, being sure of a hearty reception. 
For this reason the name of wanq is happily chosen, since they give 
without grumbling to all who are in want ; and their aid is freely 
expended not on strangers alone, but still more on the village in 
which it is built, since it is their custom to tend the sick and com- 
fort the sorrowing. And priests who are preoccupied with their 
married life are often busy with husbandry, and must contrive to be 
agreeable to their wives, as the words of the apostle do truly say. 
But the inmates of a wanq are venerated for their chastity, and are 
constantly at war with the passion which nature would kindle to-fan 
into flame. And they are diligent in performing the office and 
order of service, asking for peace for all the world, and for their 
village prosperity and health by day and night with constant vigils. 
For this reason the wanq has received estates and lands free from 
all tax-gathering princes, and is allotted priority in honour 39 by the 
clergy of the holy church. 

Let those persons therefore be ashamed who out of their igno- 
rance and folly have presumed to say that the church is one 
thing and the wanq another. For we have clearly set forth the 
indivisible union of the members of the church of those that believe 
in Christ. " Frjr we are members of one another unto the building up 
of the faith by the love of God." 4 " Likewise also with the meeting- 
houses and shrines, which it has been the custom from of old to call 
churches. Though they are numerous in the several villages and 
towns, yet they are not many divided again into many. On the con- 
trary one and the same mystery is fulfilled in all of them ; nor is it 
according to these mysteries that one of them is called great and 
another little ; but according to the grade of authority. And this 
harmony of adjustment we must take all pains to perpetuate ; for it 
is not only human opinion that has pronounced these distinctions, 
but the divinely-inspired Scripture has in unequivocal terms reiter- 
ated them among us. And he who opposes them, opposes not men 
but God ; and those who choose to maintain opposition, store up 
condemnation for themselves. 

Therefore we must fix and define in the clearest manner the repay- 
ment of our debt of gratitude, to wit, how it ought to be repaid in a 
wanq, or to married priests. [There is] the feast of St. John the 
baptist and martyr, which was placed first by the apostle and con- 
fessor of Christ and father of the renewal of the whole land of 
Armenia — in the wanq, for it was established with a nazarene fast 
(literally : fast of a vow-making); and whatever other vows there are 
shall be kept in a wanq, both Sabbaths (or weeks) and fasts and 

39 Literally : " elder honour." 
*> Eph. 4 : 25. 
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abstinences, for [these] are fulfilments of vows. Since the inmates 
are under vows, they shall eat by favour of the vow. 
And there is the feast of all martyrs which we call " Shrines." The 
firstlings of Wardawarh only [consist of] fruit from all the crops, 
bushel by bushel, from laymen and married priests from the first 
crops, that is from the pick ; that the threshing-floors may overflow 
with wheat and the vats with wine and oil ; and not from the worst 
things, as was the case with Cain, lest we pay the same penalty as 
he. The feast of holy Epiphany and its quadragesima, and the 
coming forward of the Lord, and the completion of the preliminary 
fast. The feast of the middle [of the] quadragesima of Zatik, the 
day of Lazarus, the great fifth day of the week of Zatik, on which 
our Giver of life bequeathed to the disciples the mystery of the new 
covenant. The laying of zatik on the second day of the week of 
Zatik with offerings and pleasing gifts. The feast of the ascension 
of the Lord into heaven. The feast of the end and passing away of 
the month Hrotitz. 

These feasts shall be kept perpetually in wanq and in consecrated 
places, in order that the ministrants of the place and strangers may 
eat ; for priests although they are married and monks and all the 
members of the clergy must not sojourn in hamlets, but only in a 
wanq, save in places where there is none. And the things carried 
off at the death of a master of a house from board and stool to por- 
ringer and spoon, and all personal apparel even to boots and girdle, 
and the bed also, shall go to the wanq ; to the end that the stran- 
gers who enter there may rest on it and give their blessing. 

vii. As to the agapi which is by division, half of the hide shall go to 
the wanq and two parts of the fat. But in the complete \agapf\, 
[there belongs] to the priests both the pelt of the sheep and the tail 
with limb, and the fat and the ventricle. And the sojourners in the 
houses of priests and of their brothers shall likewise be brought in, 41 
and the ministrants and believing brethren shall with much rever- 
ence eat all the offerings in common ; and as for the bread of the 
feast which has passed into the common stock, all the ministrants 
shall eat it, likewise also the bread of the penitents which in the 
days of quadragesima they make at the close * 2 of the Sabbath or of 
the Lord's day. 

viii. But in regard to the offering made in a wanq, the first-fruits, if it 
be eremitic, they shall give to the village there. But, if not, then 
shall they give to the married priests. For it is not right for any- 
one to leave the dues of the Lord under the roof of his own house. 
But for married priests the following shall be feasts. The Sabbath 
of Zatik, and the holy Zatik, and the second Zatik, and, from the 
second Zatik on, every Sunday ; and the feast of the holy mother of 
God and of Wardawarh, with the exception of firstlings, which is 
the completion of the quadragesima of the apostolical feasts of the 
faithful, of Zatik; and the fruit of all crops bushel by bushel, and 
the offerings which are by division half of the hide and two parts of 
the fat shall be left to the wanq for purposes of worship and of 

41 Reading tartzin for tatzen, which would mean " shall give." 

42 Or perhaps for hangist read hangH, and render : " they make the same as 
on Sabbath." 
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lighting. One part they shall bring for lighting along with the tail 
and member, when it is a sheep, and the fat and the ventricle and 
the pelt ; and the raiment of deceased ladies only. And the feasts 
of shrove-tide and of great palm-Sunday, which being translated 
means day of praise ; and any other feast which may be held in 
the name of apostles and prophets shall be common. For in this 
way the classes of ministrants will be kept out of doubt and antag- 
onism, because they will know of what gifts they are severally 
worthy, to the end that they may live temperately and in love of 
learning ; and may not be disputatious, but amiable, watchful and 
lively in all things. So that they may be able to rebuke the petulant 
and bring the backsliders into the order of the faith ; for this is the 
duty of the doctor and of the spiritual shepherd. 

COLOPHON OF THE COPYIST. 

This code of ordinances was written by command of St. Sahak, the 
great patriarch of Armenia, as he received it from the brave cham- 
pion, the lord Gregory, being translated only from Greek into 
Armenian. If therefore anyone be minded from disobedience to 
his rule to innovate on the prescriptions herein laid down, may he 
forfeit his portion and lot in the inheritance of the kingdom of 
Christ our God. But whoever conforms to them and carries them 
out, may he receive strength from the Lord and share in the gifts 
and endless repose of the blessed Gregory and of our father Sahak 
and of the truly orthodox ones who followed them ; who in the great 
and famous day will be crowned on the all-sufficing right hand, 
eternalized forever in a sheen of light unutterable, forever and ever, 
Amen. 

Chapter V. — Of the same, how it is proper for bishops to keep the 
treasures of the church, and to whom and how they shall be dis- 
tributed. 

A haven for all is that temple of prayer and centre of our supplica- 
tions to which we are wont to apply, though but metaphorically, the 
name of church ; having therein as captain and pilot the supervising 
bishop. To the end that with prescience and efficiency he may 
with will unmoved execute the duties of his order. For this reason 
believers in Christ universally regard as their refuge and shelter the 
holy church ; because it is the haven of the just and the centre of 
our hopes of salvation. And each of us is solicitous with hearty 
goodwill to bring thither his vows and offerings and presents. 
Princes [bestow] hamlets and estates and treasures of gold and 
silver ; others of their fields and flocks and precious raiment. Some 
making a return for their own salvation ; others for their loved ones 
and parents and their deceased, preparing ornament and glorious 
seeming for soul and body. For in unfailing plenty the Dominical 
word provides for those who are its servants and keep its command- 
ments, saying : " Treasure up for yourselves treasures in heaven, 
where the worm and the moth corrupt not, and robbers undermine 
not or steal," « and again : " Empty-handed shalt thou never appear 
« Matt. 6 : 20. 
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before me." Henceforth, it says, your gifts are not on their own 
earth, but lie in a treasure-house that fails not nor slips, in the ends 
of the heights of heaven. 

iii. Dost thou see that riches belong to God ? For he regards as his 
own our gifts and not as belonging to any man. But the sole 
guardian and overseer and steward is the bishop. Of much wariness 
and caution does the bishop stand in need. For if one is so careful 
of men's deposits and debts, and if one takes so much trouble about 
them ; and if, longing for the time when they will be discharged 
and it become opportune to expend some little sum, men execute 
deeds and appoint witnesses and an oath, that they may not appear 
to be rogues and thieves in their dealings, — how much more will 
God [do so], who searches out our very thoughts and from whom 
nothing is hidden, but before whose eyes everything lies naked and 
exposed ? What excuses and reasons will the bishop be able to 
devise, when he has failed to carefully keep the royal deposit, and 
has lavished it on the wrong persons ; when, for example, he has 
decked himself out in superfine raiment and struts about, given up 
to pomp and luxury, pouring out and squandering on his kinsmen ; 
and when he has fattened jesters like the princes and multiplied 
unseemly friends, and given away liberally to rich men and lords. 
This indeed is to dissipate wickedly the royal treasures, and make 
himself worthy of punishment. 

iv. Thou wast made worthy of the rank of apostles ; thou art also under 
the obligation to imitate their life, as the book of the Acts of the 
Apostles bears witness : " They distributed to all, as each was in 
need of aught." 44 For the divine treasure of which thou hast been 
appointed overseer and steward was given as a succour for the dis- 
tressed and the orphans and widows, and as a provision against any 
worldly misfortune which may overtake us. But on no other object 
whatever hast thou authority to spend it, for the treasures were 
given in order to the salvation of souls, 
v. If therefore a bishop gives away to the unworthy, he shall in the 
day of judgment answer for it along with the sacrilegious, and his 
rank shall be taken from him. For if the agents of temporal kings, 
when they spend the king's treasure on the unrighteous, suffer pun- 
ishment and are degraded from their rank, how much more shall 
those who dissipate God's treasure on the abandoned undergo pun- 
ishment here and in the world to come ! And anyone who shows 
favour unto such an one and forgives him, shall be held to share in 
his evil deeds. 

vi. But do thou, O wise believer, who to gain release from thy sins and 
in fulfilment of vows givest thy gifts, to the end that thou mayest 
cast off the burden of thy sins and likewise understand 4 * that of 
many others ; wherefore art thou in a hurry to take on thyself afresh 
the tiresome burdens. Therefore the prophet spoke as follows : 
" As it were, a heavy burden has been laid heavily on me." t6 And 
blessed art thou if thou didst incur (literally : take) only thine own bur- 
den, and not that of others also. For in proportion as thou art more 

44 Acts 2:45. ,6 Psalm 37:4. 

« The expression is obscure. Perhaps it refers to the priest's knowledge of 

other men's sins which he remits. 
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frequent in taking than in giving, dost thou augment the burden of 
thy sins, since thou dost so accumulate those of others that are laid 
on thee. 47 
vii. In the law also is the command not to pass by in neglect thy neigh- 
bour's ass that is fallen under its burden ; but, says the Lord, raising 
thou shalt raise it up. Yet dost thou roll thyself down the precipice 
from which there is no way of getting up. For, if thou shouldst see 
another precipitated, or fallen and broken, perhaps thou wouldst 
have pity. Yet thyself dost thou neglect. Thou dost rob and pec- 
ulate the wages of the orphan, of the widow, of the poor ; dost 
plunder the tables, and yet pretendest to shrink with horror back 
from the altars of idols, 
viii. Be open then with thyself. So long as thou dost give the gifts to 
the house of God, does not that imply a faith on thy part that thou 
art casting away along with them the burden of sin, and a hope that 
thou mayest become worthy of eternal life? Consequently also, 
if thou takest them, the contrary results ; and thine act heaps on to 
thee afresh the burden of another's sins, and turns out to be for thee 
an occasion of eternal torment. What avails thee such profit as 
amerces and destroys thy soul, and fails to bring thee any ransom 
for thyself ? Listen to the divine Scripture and learn frankly unto 
whom it is permitted to enjoy these goods. " The servants of the 
table, it says, partake of food from the table." And what is the 
food ? " The sins of my people, it says, they shall eat." There- 
fore it warns us to make ready, saying : " Arise, before ye be fallen 
asleep, ye that eat the bread of sorrow." 

ix. Dost thou mark the import of the food ? For elsewhere also it still 
more plainly warns thee to be afraid, giving this command : " Be ye 
obedient unto them, since they keep watch and vigil in behalf of 
your souls, as having to render an account for you." Why then 
dost thou draw such a burden on to thyself as well as woes inevitable, 
giving up, it may be, half the night to drunkenness? I omit to speak 
of other things, of how caught and fallen [in their excesses] they 
wheeze and labour in their breath and groan; while their turbid 
stomachs bubble and give vent to noisy exhalations, such that you 
can hardly hear the voice of the minister, much less be sober and 
intent upon vigils. 
x. As then thou art [not] wanting in devotion to hard work, so thou 
must abstain from seizing perquisites and be content with thine own. 
Behold thou hast neglected all these things and art intent on caus- 
ing orphans and widows and poor to grieve after thee. For the 
treasure of God exists for the purpose of ministering to them, as we 
said above, that they may participate in it. "The Lord welcometh 
the orphans and widows." And " His eyes look upon the poor, and 
they shall cry unto me, and I will hear them." 

xi. Why then dost thou turn them also into accusers of thyself and feel 
no shame? If thou hadst [set] before thee gifts of broken bread, 

47 The inspiring idea of this and the following sections is alien to the mod- 
ern mind. It is this. The person who makes an offering or gift for the 
poor of the church in atonement of his sins puts his sin, as it were, into 
that which he gives, and so casts it away therewith. But if the bishop, 
through whom the gift shall be laid before God, embezzles it, he himself 
contracts the sin and guilt which the other got rid of. 
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thou wouldst despise them ; perhaps even deem it an insult to thy- 
self to take them. And [yet] thou destroyest their property without 
any compunction ; and dost not reflect that to do so is the same [as 
if you refused] to a beggar, when he pours out his sad story to you 
of affliction and oppression and troubles, till his tongue cleaves to 
the roof of his mouth from his sufferings ; baring to you the while 
his wounded and palsied wasted body, and shivering and shaking 
with cold in his rags, in hope of getting ever so little clothing to 
cover his nakedness. But thou with fair and treacherous words 
dost snatch what belongs to others and then try to bury your crime 
in oblivion. For thou art in a hurry to make a widow of thy wife, 48 
and orphans of her children, left to wander about as beggars. For 
they carry their lament to the doors of their inferiors. Remember 
then the word of the Lord Jesus, that " it is more blessed to give 
than to receive." 
xii. Wherefore I pray and offer my testimony before God and Jesus 
Christ, who will judge the quick and the dead when he appears and 
receives his kingdom, lest anyone be found wanting in these particu- 
lars, whom we have instructed, teaching him what is for the good of 
soul and body. And what greater boon could there be than this, or 
what spectacle more gladdening, than when the bishop according 
to God's good pleasure takes care of the church, and the ranks of 
the worshipers, elated with praise, sing in modulated strain the 
psalm ; while the others assembled together give glory to the 
almighty Lord ! And the orphans and widows are protected, the 
poor cared for, the needy sheltered. Such order as this is enough 
to open the doors of pity. The heavens drop plentiful dews, and 
the earth yields corn, wine and oil in abundance, the green pastures 
are covered with flocks ; and to crown all, princes and kings live 
after their hearts' desire in everlasting peace, by the grace and lov- 
ing kindness of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ, with whom to 
the Father as well as to the Holy Ghost be the power and the glory 
now and always, for ever and ever, Amen. 

Chapter VI. — Of the same. A book of Tradition, concerning the 
order of the ministrants of Holy Church, and about the produce 
{fruits ) of the laity presented unto the house of God. 

Our holy Illuminator, the great Gregory, having regenerated the 
land of Armenia by the birth of the font, and having presented for 
adoption by the heavenly Father those illumined by the baptism in 
Father and Son and Holy Ghost, then our land of Great Armenia, 
of the house of Thorgom, was thereby filled with joy and glad- 
ness. The king Tirdat in especial was radiant with faith and 
bestowed not a few presents on the ministrants that were his neigh- 
bors. 49 And on the sons of pagan priests he bestowed many gifts, 
saying to them : " Henceforth ye shall receive riches a hundred-fold 
and possessions, and first-fruits and produce in the holy church of 

48 The case contemplated seems to be that of a bishop who, while living in 
luxury himself off the offerings made to the church, is so selfish as to neglect 
even his own wife and children. 

49 Or kinsmen. 



THE ARMENIAN CANONS OF ST. SAHAK 847 

God ; and in the time to come life eternal shall ye inherit, freed 
from the service of phrensied and idolatrous cults." 

ii. But they in answer spoke to the king and to Saint Gregory thus : — 
God who is kind and good to men has not neglected the beings 
created by his pure hands ; but in his compassion has made known 
to us through your grace the infinite power of his beneficence, and the 
incomparable mercy of his providence, and has not left us to perish 
with our fathers in our wickedness. Be his name holy and glorified 
in all things. Nevertheless bodily needs, so long as we are in this 
life, compel us according to our wants to make provision of food 
and raiment, and to satisfy modestly our other necessities. Yet we 
have no art or craft which may enable us to earn food and mainte- 
nance for ourselves and our children. For so long as we served 
devils, we were fed from their victims and fruits. But now we dis- 
cern not clearly the fruits of offering by which we shall live along 
with our families, and be able to glorify the everliving immortal 
God. 

iii. Then the blessed Gregory said to them : — 

Ye, my children, whom I have regenerated by the love of Christ, shall 
take care to serve the living and true God alone, and place your 
hope in him with a whole heart and raise your thoughts to where 
Christ sits on the right hand of the Father. There are the mansions 
and dwelling-places, there the life, which ye shall ask for of the 
Lord ; and all this shall be added unto you according to the Scrip- 
ture of our Lord God in his holy gospel. So then the fruits of offer- 
ing of holiness rendered up unto the temple of God shall be for you 
blessings among the people instead of those filthy victims, in which 
ye were partakers with devils. Now shall ye offer the firstlings 
of the holy sacrifices and other fruits, and through the grace of 
Christ be found partakers with the holy angels; and there shall be 
for you fruits and firstlings appointed after the manner of the tradi- 
tion which the great prophet Moses received from the Creator and 
handed down to the congregation concerning the offerings and fruits 
which were forever tendered by law inevitable to the levitical priest- 
hood, so that the said priests might not be impeded in their religious 
attendance on the tent of witness. 

iv. In the same manner shall be appointed and defined for the new 
congregation the bringing of gifts for the holy of holies, that is for 
the table of purification ; to the end that the entire produce of the 
threshing-floor and wine-press and of other crops may be blest, and 
that the fields and vineyards with the fruitful trees may yield abun- 
dant harvests to the profitable servants, according to the word of the 
wise one, which saith: "In the honouring of the Lord by righteous 
works, thy gamers shall be filled with fulness of grain, and thy vats 
shall overflow to excess with wine." 

And as the Levites gave tenths to the priests, although they them- 
selves received tenths from all Israel, but at the same time gave 
tenths to the priests of all things, and as it was commanded to pay 
to the sanctuary of the Lord the ransom of every first-born, on the 
same plan must ye also proceed in all the congregation. And your 
portions shall be of the offerings, the hide and right back (literally : 
spine), the limb and fat, and the tail and heart and lobe of lungs, 
and the tripe with the lard, of the ribs and shank-bones a part, the 
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tongue and the right ear, the lips with nostrils and the right eye and 
all the secret parts, 
v. But of the threshing-floor and wine-vat and of the other crops each 
one shall pay you tenths, in order to the hallowing of everyone's 
profits and the increase of all. But by you also shall be made 
presents to the table of God, whence ye are become worthy before 
the rest to receive the spotless and incorruptible body and blood of 
our Saviour in commemoration of your salvation, as was formerly 
commanded through Moses by the Lord unto the priesthood of the 
Levites. And your contribution to the table of the Lord shall be 
one penny (literally : drachma) from each of your households ; and 
the things dedicated by you and the firstlings of the offerings of 
redemption (or salvation), shall go to the ivanq of the head-priests, 
that is to say of the bishops. Just as on the congregations there 
are levied for you spiritual dues, so also must you pay your 
spiritual dues to the bishops, who are called overseers. And the 
latter shall not dare to peculate, but shall contribute all to the poor, 
vi. These then were the appointments of St. Gregory ; and the tra- 
dition of that saint shall likewise be firmly imposed by us upon all 
the faithful. Laymen shall hand over all their fruits and firstlings 
to the elders without any hesitation, in order that their offerings 
may be acceptable before God. 

vii. Likewise also the priests shall pay all foreappointed dues to the 
bishops punctually and without lapsing into supineness ; the more 
so as the givers of their benefices have means to seize on the 
deposit ; s ° in order that they may not be condemned along with the 
illegal priests for their avarice. And to prevent certain ignorant 
persons from being, in pursuit of a bad custom, held worthy to 
receive an income out of dues, let those only, who have given them- 
selves up to the study and had vouchsafed to them the grace of 
priesthood, be held worthy to receive dues ; and let not scribes, 
who can read and write, and have been piously brought up in rever- 
ence, be deprived of their portion, 
viii. But bigamists who are altogether too addicted to the pleasures of 
the flesh cannot be allowed to share in the gifts of holiness. The 
wives of elders however who have remained widows and have 
vowed themselves to a life of chastity, shall be held worthy of their 
portion according to their merit in the dues of the table SI and of 
certain consecrated [gifts]. And all to whom is apportioned of the 
dues and income of the holy table, have, none of them, authority in 
any way to appropriate to themselves the due of the Lord, which shall 
have been consecrated by themselves ; but they shall discharge 
their debts to their principals out of love, and shall receive from 
them blessings. In order that the orders of the church may be pre- 
served firm and immoveable, and that God may be glorified in all 
things, now and for ever and ever. Amen. 

Fred C. Conybeare. 

University College, 
Oxford. 

5° Or render : " the more so as they are able to seize on the deposit of the 
beneficed ones," i. e., of the clergy. 
VI. e., altar. 



